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Emancipation of the Serfs, converting them into peasant
proprietors by methods similar to those of Stein and
Hardenberg.1 In contrast to this humane legislation was
the severity with which the insurrection of the Poles was
subdued in 1863. It was not long, however, before it
became plain that the Czar Alexander did not mean to
accept the results of the Crimean War as final. In 1870,
taking advantage of the preoccupation of Europe with the
Franco-German War, he denounced the Treaty of Paris, so
far as it related to the neutralization of the Black Sea.
To this Europe, after some demur from England, agreed
(1871). But the insurrection of 1875 gave him a still larger
opportunity.
The Porte had entirely failed in its promises to ameliorate
the lot of its Christian subjects. In 1875 the Powers once
more agreed in a note, prepared by Count Andrassy of
Austria, to urge reform upon the Sultan. The Porte
politely agreed, but the insurgents refused to be satisfied
with mere assurances. The Berlin Memorandum, drafted
early in 1876, proposed a time limit, but Lord Beaconsfield,
deeming that famous document unjustifiably dictatorial,
refused to make England a party to it, and it fell to the
ground.
This was Russia's opportunity: the whole of the Balkan
; provinces were now in ferment. The Bulgarians raised the
THE BUL- standard of insurrection in May 1876, and
! GARIAN INSUR. in June Serbia and Montenegro declared war
RECTION          upon the porte The Bujgarfcm insurrec-
tion was stamped out hi blood, and Serbia and Monte-
negro, despite some initial victories, were crushed by the
Ottoman troops. But the atrocities resorted to by the
Turks in quelling the Bulgarian revolt aroused profound
indignation m England. Accordingly in December 1876
the Powers held a Conference in Constantinople in the hope
of effecting reforfii without a European war. The Turk, as
usual, was eager in his professions of reforms, but stubborn
in his refusal to allow Europe to superintend them. There-
1 See p. 107.